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agencies, the event was a testament to both 
the growth of the EB-5 investor market in 
Vietnam as well as to the commitment of 
local service providers.

The event, the first large-scale industry event 
in Vietnam since the market reached its annual 
per country cap of the EB-5 visa category, 
not only addressed the challenges that the 
market is facing, but it also highlighted the 
opportunities for the EB-5 market in Vietnam 
in the years to come. Our expert panel led 
by Leon Rodriquez (Partner, Seyfarth Shaw) 
delved into the many complexities that EB-5 
is currently facing including legislative and 
regulatory changes, growing visa backlog and 
other issues ensuring all of our guests left the 
event educated and well informed. 

IIUSA Hosts Long Overdue First Event in 
Korea! 

Coming on the heels of a successful event in 
Ho Chi Minh City, IIUSA was proud to bring 
the Global Banquet Series to Korea for the first 
time. Once again, the banquet delivered on 
its promise of first class business development 
and education as well as diverse networking 
opportunities. As one of the largest and 
oldest EB-5 markets, Korea was the perfect 
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Last month, IIUSA staff hit the road for 
events in Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam 
and Seoul, South Korea. The events were 

part of IIUSA’s annual Global Banquet Series 
calendar and brought together hundreds of 
the leading EB-5 professionals from around 
the global for evenings filled with business 
development, education, networking – and yes, 
even a little fun!. 

Launched in 2017, the IIUSA Global Banquet 
Series is a core component of IIUSA’s mission 
of ensuring strong and well informed EB-5 
investor markets around the globe. To date, 
IIUSA has hosted events in China, India, 
Vietnam and South Korea. Looking ahead 

to the remainder of 2018 and 2019, we are 
excited to continue our track record partnering 
with top tier events in other investor markets 
around the world. 

As the EB-5 universe continues to evolve, 
and at times become more complex for its 
stakeholders, IIUSA, as the only non-profit 
trade association for the industry, will continue 
to produce high-quality data reports, expert 
analyses and most importantly be on the 
ground in investor markets to answer any and 
all questions international stakeholders may 
have. 

Vietnam: Challenges & Opportunity 

The banquet in Ho Chi Minh City marked 
IIUSA’s second event in Vietnam and we were 
honored to welcome past attendees as well 
as new guests to an evening of networking 
and business development at the historic 
Hotel Saigon in the heart of the city’s financial 
district. 

With over 80 attendees representing EB-5 
regional centers, immigration firms, foreign 
intermediaries and more, the event was 
certainly one of the most diverse and engaging 
events to date for the IIUSA Global Banquet 
Series. Furthermore, with representatives 
from 18 of Vietnam’s largest migration 

IIUSA Banquets in Ho Chi Minh City & Seoul Deliver 
Industry Education and Business Development to 
Two of EB-5’s Largest Markets
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destination for the IIUSA Global Banquet 
Series as we continue to look to connect our 
members to markets around the globe. With 
over 100 attendees, many of whom were 
representatives of local agencies, the event was 
a hands down success for the association and 
local industry alike.

We were honored to partner with the Korean 
Emigration Association (KEA) for this year’s 
banquet. KEA, a membership organization 
for the top emigration firms throughout 
Korea, was the perfect partner for IIUSA as 
we look to drive local engagement and we 
were privileged to have their support.  KEA 
attendees from over 20 migration agencies (a 
majority of all active in EB-5) attended the 
banquet, marking it as one of IIUSA’s most 
successful events to date.  KEA Chairman 
Mr. Ahn and Vice-Chairman Ms. Hong both 
presented to attendees highlighting both their 

and KEA’s wealth of local market knowledge.

A key mission of the IIUSA Global Banquet 
Series is to educate local industry stakeholders 
to ensure that they have the most up-to-
date and accurate information on the EB-5 
Program at their disposal. With many of the 
agents in attendance having been involved in 
the EB-5 Program since its inception in 1992, 
it was often IIUSA staff and members who 
were being educated by the local industry 
experts! 

Nevertheless, our expert panel of EB-5 
professionals, led by discussion leader 
Jinhee Wilde of Wilde & Associates, further 
elucidated some of the hottest topics in the 
industry, including legislative & regulatory 
reform, increasing backlogs and processing 
trends and local market insights.

Welcome New IIUSA Members

IIUSA events, research and business 
development services 
could not be accomplished 
without the support of our 
international members 
from around the globe. 
Now totaling over 40 
organizations, IIUSA has 
international members 
working in India, China, 
Taiwan, Switzerland, the 
UEA and of course Korea & 
Vietnam. It is through the Continued on Page 50

hard work of our members in investor markets 
around the world that the industry is able to 
continue to grow and have a bright future. 

International member engagement cannot 
be overstated and we were honored to 
recognize the contributions of our members 
in Korea and Vietnam during our Banquets. 
Representatives from Korea-based members: 
Bether Capital, DaeYang Immigration 
Corporation, Kookim Emigration Corporation 
and Club Emigration as well as Vietnam-
based members: USCIS Group and Total 
Visa Consultancy Limited all were on hand 
to participate in the event and to accept their 
membership certificates recognizing their 
support of the association and commitment to 
industry development in Korea and Vietnam.

Thank you to Our Banquet Sponsors & 
Partners 

The IIUSA Global Banquet Series is nothing 
if not a testament to the educational and 
convening power of the industry’s one and 
only trade association. However, we know that 
these events would not be possible without 
the invaluable support and expertise of each 
and every one of our sponsors. To that end, we 
would like to extend a special thank you to all 
of the sponsors at the two events who stepped 
up to support the work of IIUSA and present 
themselves as the industry leaders that they 
are. 

Photos from top left to bottom right:
1. Expert EB-5 panel discusses challenges and opportu-

nity for the EB-5 Market in Vietnam 
2. New IIUSA Member DaeYang Immigration Cor-

poration receives their IIUSA member certificate. 
IIUSA was pleased to welcome four new members 
on board. 

3. Chairman of the Korean Emigration Association, 
Mr. Ahn, welcomes attendees to the first event 
IIUSA Banquet in South Korea

4. IIUSA Policy An-
alyst Lee Li delivers 
critical EB-5 data 
report on Vietnamese 
market. 
5. Attendees enjoy 
premier networking 
and business devel-
opment time during 
the Banquet cocktail 
reception in South 
Korea.
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The feature This Date in EB-5 
History serves to highlight EB-5 
Program milestones and chang-
es, key pieces of legislation, pub-
lishing dates of U.S. Citizenship 
and Immigration Services (US-
CIS) memos, IIUSA achieve-
ments and important industry 
events that have occurred over 
the past two decades. To access 
the memos, be sure to visit the 
IIUSA Member Portal.

member.iiusa.org

EB-5
HISTORY
OCTOBER–FEBRUARY

OCTOBER
• October 02, 2002- 21st Century 

Department of Justice Appropria-
tions Authorization Act of 2002

• October 12, 2003- Basic Pilot 
Program Extension and Expansion 
Act of 2003. 

• October 01, 2014- Migration Policy 
Institute publishes report: “Selling 
Visa and Citizenship-Policy Ques-
tions from Global Boom in Investor 
Immigration”.  

NOVEMBER
• November 11, 2011- Conversation 

with Director Mayorkas- Introduc-
ing the Document "A Work in 
Progress: Towards a New Draft 
Policy Memorandum Guiding EB-5 
Adjudications"

• November 12, 2013-IIUSA Editorial 
Committee holds first ever meeting

• November 19-21, 2014- IIUSA 
Executive Director, Peter D. Joseph, 
Speaks at 2014 CDFA National 
Development Finance Summit 

DECEMBER
• December 11. 2009- USCIS Up-

dates  Adjudicator's Field Manual: 
Adjudication of EB-5 Regional 
Center Proposals and I-526 and 
I-829 Petitions

• December 11, 2013- Hon. Alejandro 
Mayorkas nominated as Deputy 
Secretary of DHS

• December 26. 2014- NYU Stern 
School publishes report: "A Road-
map to the Use of EB-5 Capital: 
An Alternative Financing Tool for 
Commercial Real Estate Projects"

JANUARY
• January 4, 2014- IIUSA Publishes 

First Blog on IIUSA.org 

• January 5, 2015- IIUSA Headquar-
ters moves to Washington, DC

• January 16, 2009- USCIS sends 
letter to Sen. Cornyn about Position 
on Direct Construction Jobs

FEBRUARY
• February 1, 2014- Brookings 

Institute publishes report on EB-5: 
Improving the EB-5 Investor Visa 
Program: International Financing for 
US Regional Economic Develop-
ment

• February 12, 2012- USCIS Holds 
Clarification Call on Tenant Oc-
cupancy

• February 27, 2009-IIUSA Hosts 2nd 
Annual EB-5 Regional Economic 
Development Advocacy Conference 
in Washington, DC
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CUSTOMIZE  
YOUR IIUSA MEMBER 
EXPERIENCE TODAY!

IIUSA now offers members the option to choose their subscription 
preferences for all IIUSA communications, including e-newsletters, blog 

posts, Regional Center Business Journal subscription, Member Portal daily 
recap messages and more! Get started by reviewing the subscription center 

tutorial now (iiusa.typeform.com/to/HZnzFz)! 

 MEMBER PORTAL RECAP (DAILY)
Latest updates on government and public affairs related to the EB-5  Regional Center 
Program, including legislation, regulatory reforms, policy deliberations and more.

 BLOG POSTS (DAILY)
Sign up for daily email updates from IIUSA’s blog, featuring the latest updates on the 
EB-5 Industry.

 INDUSTRY REPORTS (WEEKLY)
Weekly update on the latest EB-5 news and developments for industry stakeholders.

 ADVOCACY E-NEWSLETTERS AND ALERTS (MONTHLY)
Latest updates on government and public affairs related to the EB-5 Regional Center 
Program, including legislation, regulatory reforms, policy deliberations and more.

 REGIONAL CENTER BUSINESS JOURNAL (QUARTERLY)
Hard copy of IIUSA’s Regional Center Business Journal – the EB-5 Industry’s premier 
publication featuring the latest legislative updates, industry trends, quantitative 
analyses of program statistics and international markets.

 CHINA E-NEWSLETTERS (QUARTERLY)
Updates sent to the world’s largest EB-5 investor market featuring the latest  EB-5 
industry hot topics. This e-Newsletter is in Chinese.

Visit the IIUSA Subscription Center Today at member.iiusa.org

IIUSA BANQUETS IN HO CHI MINH CITY & SEOUL DELIVER INDUSTRY 
EDUCATION AND BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT TO TWO OF EB-5’S LARGEST MARKETS

Thank you: American Life, INC; American 
Lending Center; Atlantic American Partners; 
American Regional Center Group, EB-5 Coast 
to Coast, FirstPathway Partners; Kookmin 
Emigration Corporation; Peng & Weber PLLC; 
and Wilde & Associates, LLC. 

See you at the Next IIUSA International 
Event!  

Looking ahead to the remainder of 2018 and 
early 2019, IIUSA will continue to bring our 
Global Banquet Series and member-exclusive 
events to the EB-5 investors markets that matter 
most. To that end, we are pleased to announce 

Photos left to right:
1,2. Attendees enjoy 
premier networking 
and business devel-
opment time during 
the Banquet cocktail 
reception in South 
Korea 
3. Attendees enjoy a 
banquet dinner and 
listen to a presentation 
from one of IIUSA’s 
distinguished banquet 
sponsors. 

Continued From Page 49 that the next scheduled events on our calendar 
will take us to Dubai, UEA and Mumbai, India 
in February 2019. You can learn more about 
both of these events by visiting the event page 
(event page URL). If you are interested in 
discussing sponsorships in greater, detail feel 
free to contact me directly at mckenzie.penton@
iiusa.org or give us a call at (202) 795-9667.  


